
Knowledge Exchange Network (KEN)On Health 
Promotion for Gay Men & Other MSM

Carl J. Bognar | Health Initiative for Men

Vancouver, BC | July 7, 2009



Carl J. Bognar | Health Initiative for Men

Vancouver, BC | July 7, 2009

Knowledge Exchange Network (KEN)On Health 
Promotion for Gay Men & Other MSM



Health Initiative for Men | Our Mission

“Strengthening the health and well-being of all gay men.”



Health Initiative for Men | Our Mission

“Strengthening the health and well-being of all gay men.”

•population health approach – determinants of health



Health Initiative for Men | Our Mission

“Strengthening the health and well-being of all gay men.”

•population health approach – determinants of health

•asset-based approach



Knowledge
• recent statistics on HIV incidence



Knowledge
• recent statistics on HIV incidence

• “syndemic”



Knowledge
• recent statistics on HIV incidence

• “syndemic”

the concentration of two or more diseases or other 
conditions in a population in which there is interaction 
among the diseases and health conditions



Knowledge
• recent statistics on HIV incidence

• “syndemic”

the concentration of two or more diseases or other 
conditions in a population in which there is interaction 
among the diseases and health conditions

• HIV, HCV, HPV, STIs, homophobia, “coming out”, 
substance misuse, depression and other mental health 
issues, aging
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Knowledge Exchange Network (KEN) 
on Health Promotion for Gay Men & other MSM
Objective:

•engage public health and community workers across 
Canada for discussion of issues related to the syndemic

Activities:

•develop and maintain database of contacts

•recruit participants

•post documents and links

•stimulate discussion

•announce meetings and other events
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Knowledge Exchange Network | CNPHI site

• capabilities:

• posting notifications via email, text messages, fax

• used:  email only

• capable:  post discussion paper

• capable:  bilingual

• some CNPHI functions not accessible for our users
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• social networking, emulates Facebook
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Strengths | Knowledge

• epidemiological identification of problems

• acknowledgement of syndemic

• emerging recognition of need to frame within population 
health
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Challenges | Structural

• public health and community workers in widely varying 
contexts

• regional
• linguistic
• cultural
• resources

• lack of a national health strategy for gay men and other 
MSM

• no national network for gay men’s programming

• no common agenda

• no specific education or training programs



Conclusion

Effective Knowledge Exchange…



Conclusion

Effective Knowledge Exchange… requires a…



Conclusion

Effective Knowledge Exchange… requires a… Network…



Conclusion

Effective Knowledge Exchange… requires a… Network… 
that is, a group of individuals organized around common 
strategic goals and objectives.



Thank you.
Carl J. Bognar | Health Initiative for Men


	Diapositive numéro 1
	Diapositive numéro 2
	Health Initiative for Men | Our Mission
	Health Initiative for Men | Our Mission
	Health Initiative for Men | Our Mission
	Knowledge
	Knowledge
	Knowledge
	Knowledge
	Knowledge Exchange Network (KEN)�on Health Promotion for Gay Men & other MSM�
	Knowledge Exchange Network (KEN)�on Health Promotion for Gay Men & other MSM�
	Knowledge Exchange Network (KEN)�on Health Promotion for Gay Men & other MSM�
	Knowledge Exchange Network (KEN)�on Health Promotion for Gay Men & other MSM�
	Knowledge Exchange Network (KEN)�on Health Promotion for Gay Men & other MSM�
	Knowledge Exchange Network (KEN)�on Health Promotion for Gay Men & other MSM�
	Knowledge Exchange Network | CNPHI site
	Knowledge Exchange Network | CNPHI site
	Knowledge Exchange Network | CNPHI site
	Knowledge Exchange Network | CNPHI site
	Knowledge Exchange Network | CNPHI site
	Knowledge Exchange Network | CNPHI site
	Knowledge Exchange Network | “Ning” site
	Knowledge Exchange Network | “Ning” site
	Strengths | Knowledge
	Strengths | Knowledge
	Strengths | Knowledge
	Challenges | Structural
	Challenges | Structural
	Challenges | Structural
	Challenges | Structural
	Challenges | Structural
	Challenges | Structural
	Conclusion
	Conclusion
	Conclusion
	Conclusion
	Thank you.

